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KDC


Hello Mr Boonham

Thank you for your request for information relating to legal costs under the Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987.

In regards to your query, Council has not separated the legal costs between district and high court proceedings, nor has it separated between MRRA and Bruce and Heather Rogan.  Rather, costs have been allocated between Judicial Review 1 (KDC v MRRA and Bruce and Heather Rogan, CIV 2015-488-95 and subsequent appeal, including the appeal to the District Court ruling on CIV 2015-88-282 ) and Judicial Review 2 (KDC and NRC v MRRA and Bruce and Heather Rogan, CIV- 2015-488-95). I have answered your questions as follows:

Questions 1 & 3
1. The total amount of legal costs incurred by the KDC in respect of the Judicial review brought by the MRRA.
1. The total amount of legal costs incurred in respect of the High Court appeal from the District Court action against Bruce and Heather Rogan.

The total amount of legal costs incurred for Judicial Review 1 is $950,350 

The total amount of legal costs incurred for Judicial Review 2 is $337,011
Questions 2 & 4
1. The total amount of legal costs incurred in respect of the District Court action against Bruce and Heather Rogan to recover arrears of rates.
1. The total amount of legal costs incurred since 2012 in respect of District Court actions against ratepayers to recover rates arrears.
            The total amount of legal costs since 1 July 2012 to 31 August 2017 total $372,352 in legal fees.

In order to offer a more detailed breakdown, preparing it in response to questions 1 to 3, is likely to require substantial collation and research.  If you would like Council to do this it will be necessary to charge a fee.  We have estimated the time to do this is 7 hours.  Under the Ministry of Justice’s charging guidelines, the first hour is free and then Council is able to charge at the rate of $76.00 per hour. 

I note it will be necessary to extend the time limit for responding to aspects of your request, if you require the information for which I have indicated that substantial collation and research is required.  

In accordance with section 27 of LGOIMA, you have the right to complain to the Ombudsman for an investigation or review of the decision on the Council’s charging and extension decisions.


Regards Linda

	
	Linda Osborne | Administration Manager
Kaipara District Council, Private Bag 1001, Dargaville 0340
Freephone: 0800 727 059 | 09 439 3123 
council@kaipara.govt.nz | www.kaipara.govt.nz



NRC
Dear Mr Boonham
Further to you LGOIMA below please find our response.
· The total amount of legal costs incurred by the NRC in respect of the Judicial review brought by the MRRA. $205K
· The total amount of legal costs incurred by the NRC in respect of the District Court action against Bruce and Heather Rogan to recover arrears of rates. $108K
· The total amount of legal costs incurred by the NRC in respect of the High Court appeal from the District Court action against Bruce and Heather Rogan. $5K
· The total amount of legal costs incurred by the NRC since 2012 in respect of District Court actions against ratepayers to recover rates arrears. $0
Your faithfully
Dave Tams
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